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— 2 o deſpicable ſoever ſome People may think this Noble 


Art #$ Tickling-Tronts to be; I can aſſure them both from 


Eloquence of Cicem or Demoſthenes, and that ſome of the 
| Oz  Moderys know how put a true value upon it; elſe what 
makes ſo many Wiſe People at this time of Day liften with ſuch attention 


dy to drop aſleep, at the ſerious dull Reproofs of a Reverend Preacher? 
And here I value not the Cenſure of ſuch Men, who pretend it is Fopp. 
and Affected for any one to entertain his Reader with a Panegyrick of his Under- 
taking or himſelf, when it is no more than what is almoſt always done hy 
the Beaux Eſprits, who never fail to praiſe themſelves. And the ſame thing 
is daily done by ſeveral Great and Wiſe Men; who with a new Faſhion'd 
Modeſly, employ ſome Paitry Scribler, whom they Bribe to Platter them wich 
ſome Ridiculous Character that belongs not to them; and yet the vain Wretch 


thus ExtolPd, ſhall Briſtle up and Plume himſelf upon it, while the Impudent 


Paraſite Magnifies fim to the Skies, and propoſes him as a Complete Pattern 
of all Vertues; from each of which, he is as far diſtant as Heaven it ſelf 
from Hell. | X = OP 
The firſt Inventor of this Art, was neither Chaos nor Fell, nor Saturn, nor 
Jupiter, nor any of thoſe Old worn-out Granſire Gray-beards : + But Platus the 


God of Intereſt, the very ſame that Maugre Homer, Heſiod; nay, in ſpite” of 


Jove himſelf, was the firſt Father of the Univerſe ; at whole beck alone for 
all Ages, Religion and Civil Policy, have been ſucceſſively undermined and 
reeſtabliſhed ; by whoſe powerful Influence, War, Peace, Empire, Debates, 
Juſtice, Magiſtracy, Marriage, Leagues, Compacts, Laws, Arts; T've almoſt 
run my felt out of Breath; but ina Word, all Affairs of Church and State and 
buſineſs of private concern, are ſeverally order'd and Adminiſtred: With- 
out whole aſſiſtance all rhe Poetical Gang of Gods, wou'd either dwindle in- 


to nothing, or at leaſt be confin'd to their reſpe&ive Homes, without any 


further Ceremonies of Devotion or Addreſs; Whom ever he Combats with 
as an Enemy, nothing can be — againſt, and whoever he ſides 
withas a Friend, may grapple even Hand with Tove and all his Bolts. 
Derived from ſuch an Original, we may as well boaſt of our Art, as the 
Flag Pallas did, being Minted out of the Brain of Japiter: Tho? ir was never 
diſcover d in thoſe Fortunare Iſlands, where all things grow without the Toil 
. A 2 3 ot 


4 


Reaſon and Experiexce, they will find with a little trouble 
of thinking, that the whole Univerſe is Influenced by it; 
and that the Ancients eſteem' d it before all the Oratorꝶ and 


„ 


1 


a odds 
I. . F* J ' 
8 Lege! 


as Perfume the Gardens of Aaonis, grow not of their on 
Were by the ſweat of their Brows, they are glad to Propagate and Enjoy, 
Onions, Peaſe, Beans, and ſuch like kind of Traſh. | TS 
Nor is this Art I mention bel tobe axain'd without the intimate Acquain- 
tance of thoſe two gory Siﬀers, and their Train of Nymphs; the firſt is 


Drankenseſs, the Off-ipring of Bachs and the other Ignorgnce, the Daughter 
of Pan: S that holds up her Head $o high is S./ Love, and ſhe that makes 
ſuch a Naſſ od Buſtle is Flattery;, that Hum- drum Creafreighat looks as if 
ſhe were aſleep, is Forget fuiseſs She that Yawns and feats on that Elbow- 


Chair is Lazineſs; She with a Garland of Flowers on her Head is Pleaſare ; 


and the other by Her that looks ſo ſmgoth and flick is Senſuality; as to Her 
that ſtares ſo Wildly, and rolls about her Eyes, ſhe's Madzeſs. 


5 5 
. 
»» „„ „4 — — — 
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And now let any one compare the Excellency of this Art, fo that Mer emor- 
poſing Power which Ui Attributes to che Gods ; their frye Beats in ſome 


en Pfions we will Omit for their Credit Take, and inſtance only in 


r 
fuch Perſons as thEy pretended great kindnefs for; theſe they Transform'd into 
Trees, Birds, Inſects, and ſometimes Serpents ; but alaſs, their very change 
into ſomewhat elſe, argues the Deſtruction of what they were before: Where- 
as this Art reſtores the ſame Numerical Man to his Priſtine State of Youth, 


Health and Strength: Nay, what is more, if Men wou'd but fo far Conſult 


their owa Intereſt, and entirely reſign themſelves, Old Age wou'd be a Para- 


do, and each Man's Years a perpetual Spring. 1 
Look at your Bool iſb- Soss, how they grow Niopilh, Pale and Meagre, as if 


dy coatinual Invention their Brains were Purnp'd dry, and their whole Body 


queez d Sapleſs; whereas thoſe who uſe this Art, are Smooth, Plump and 
Buckſome, as ſo many Efſex-Calves or Sucking-Piggs. For was by this Re- 
geipt that Liquor was made, wherewith MAemnoss Daughter lengthen'd ont her 
rand-father's declining Days; and Venus ſo far reſtor'd the Languiſhing Phaos, 
as to make Seppho fall deeply in Love with his Beauty: Yet I wowd not have 
the reſt of the Women complain of this fingle Inftance, for they are beholden 
to this Art for thoſe Endowments wherein they ſo far ſurpaſs and Excel 
Men; by the Charm whereof they Tyrannize over the greateſt Tyrants and 
_ Garniſh themſelves with Paint, Patches, Curls, Wiſhes and Perfumes and all the 
other Myſteries of Ornament. Women ought to be allow d their Humour, for tis 
bur all in exchange for a little Tirillatiom of Pleaſure; as none ean deny who con- 
ſiders how a Man mult Hug and Daxale, and play a Hundred little Monkey 
Tricks with his Bed-fellow, when he is diſpoſed to make that uſe of her, that 
Nature defign'd her for. „ | 
But now ſome Blood-chilld Old Fellows that are more for Wine than 
Wenching, will pretend that in their Opinion, the greateſt ſatisfaction lies in 
Eating and Drinking ; which ſuppoſing true, this Tictling-Art, gives the Sauce 
and Relliſh to their moſt Luxurious Entertainments; for to what purpoſe 
ſhou'd ſo many Diſhes, and delicate Rarities be provided, if after all this 
Epicari/m of the Belly, the Eyes and Ears were not as well foſtred and relieved 
with Laughing, Jeſting, and ſuch like Diverſions? And as to all thoſe ſhoo- 
ing Horns of Drezkenneſs; the filling of Bumpers, the drinking two in a Hand, 
roaſting their Miſtreſſes, and then the roaring out of Drunken Catches, the 
calling in a Fidler, leading a Lady out to Dance, and ſuch-lixe pretty Paſ- 
times; theſe were not taught or Dictated by any of the Wiſe Men of Greece, 
but were owing to the Art of Tickling-Trouts, as the Potr lays. | 


Others have Thought in vain without Succeſs, 
On ſome Expedients for Happineſs ; 
This to deſire by Nature we're inclin'd, 
Which we in our Reſearches ſeldom find. 


* 


of Hutbandry : But in a World where Dradgery, Diſeaſes, and Old Age Afflict 
its fond Inhabitents; wherein Roſes and Violets and ſuch like Fragrancies, 
ur 


One 


41 


One thinks it doth conſiſt in Sexguine Mirth, 5 

When the Debauch, to Mir mutt give a Birth. ” 71706 IMF Une 
Another's happy, if Corinnas kind, Ave n e TLOs 
The Wiſe Man calls it Indolence of Mind : © 
The Miler to them all prefers his Wealth, | 
The Folly-Liver Tays "tis Florid Health, = 

But theſe miſtaken 'Wrerches go aftray, 

Like Chymijts ever miſſing the Right „ 

; To ſearch the Secret out they vainly try,” © | 
For after all, it doth in Faxcy lie | xp 
Take away this one Property, and the Orator {hall become as Dumb and 
ſilent as the Roſtram he ſtands in; the Muſician ſhall hang up his untouch'd In- 
ſtrument on the Wall; the Actor Hiſs'd off the Stage; the Poet ſhall be Bur- 


leſqued with his own Doggril Rhythmes; the Painter Vaniſh into an Imagi- 


nary Landstip; and the Phyſician want Food, more than his Patient does Phyſick. 
In ſhort, without Faxcy and am Opinion of ones ſelf, inſtead of Beautiful, you 
ſhall think your ſelf an Old Bedlam of Fourſcore ; inſtead of Youthful you 
ſhall ſeem juſt dropping into the Grave; inſtead of Eloquent, a meer Stammerer; 
and inſtead of being Gentile and Complaiſant; you thall appear like a down- 
right Country-Clown: It being ſo neceſſary that every one thou'd think well 
of himſelf, before he can expect the good Opinion of others. 32 
Finally, when it is the main and eſſential part of Happineſs to deſire to he no 


other, than what we already are; this expedient is again wholly owing to 


Self- Love, which ſo fluſhes Men with à good Conceit of their own, that no 
one Repents of his Shape, of his Wit, of his Education, or of his Country : 80 


that the half drowned Rats of Holland, wou'd not femove into the Pleaſant © 


Plains of [tay ; the Wild Iriſþ-Maz wou'd not change: his Boggy-So:l, for the 
beſt Air on Ba»ſted-Downs; nor the Brutiſ ig quit his thorney Deſerts, 
to become an Inhabitant of the Fortuna Mags. Ch 

As Nature in her Diſpenfations of Conceitedneſs has dealt with private Par- 
ſons; ſo has ſhe given a particular Sete of Self- Love to every Country and 
Nation, Upon this Account it is that the Enxgliſb challenge the Frerogative of 
having the Handſomeſt Women, and of \kteping the heſt Tables: The Srorch 
brag of their Gentility, and pretend the Genias of their Native Soil inclines 


them to be Sophiſters and good Diſpatants: The French think themſelves re- 
markable for Complaiſance and good Brecding: The Sorboniſts pretend before a- 


i a. 


ny others, to have made the greateſt Proficiency in Polemick Divino: F he 
Ttalians value themſelves for Muſicł and — : The Grecia Pride them- 
ſelves in having been the firſt Inventors of moſt Arts, and their Country be- 
ing Fam'd for ſo many Eminent Philofopha#9:30 The Tarks, and all the other re- 
fuſe of Mahometaniſm, pretend they profeſd the only true Religion, and laugh 
at all Chriſtians tor Superſtitions narraw Sond Fools: The to this Day 
expect their Meſſias, as devoutly as they believe in their firff Þ 
The Spaniards challenge the Reputation of Sage, and pindent Cop 


rophet Moſes ; 
Nell, ; The 


Germans are noted for good Soldiers, hatdy:Robuſt Men, and: tbr their Skill 


in Alchymy. But not to mention more, I fuppoſe the World is convinced how 


great an improvement and addition to th 
caſion d by Se. Love; next ſtep to whichz\is"Flarrery ; for as Self. Love is no- 
thing but the Cogueting of our ſelves, ſo the ſame humouring of others is term'd 


Flattery; thus the Poet makes uſe of it, to ſooth the World in their vain. Follies. 


a 3A g FP G x 4 l 5 E SIG NE 1 4 2 1 : [3 53 © 

In early Days, When Men unus'd to Rules . nl 4 
3 $ - . 4 n 

.Commenc'd by Nature and by Inſtinct Fools, 

43 When cred Ignoru Ace its Umbrage ſpread, Nei i i a 2 

And all fate cool and quict das wn fenders. 2 294 TO 
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appineſs of Humam Life is oc- 
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161 
80 long the Frovince of my Reign did know 
No other Bounds _ Earth and Heaven do. 
But when the World grew ligbe, and L Nees, 

And Dog-fter Wit R Torrid Zone 
2 - ig Criticks roſe, Men who wou'd know, 
things were thus and thus, and why not ſo? 
Thc Pert and Reſtleſs, ftarted Scruples ſill, 
| | to State, but worſe to Reconcile: 
Which hot brain'd Tribe, uneaſie and 
Made all the World 2 Inquiſition Houſe. 


| Boe now my Cass ſhall be reſtord again, | 
And falſe — ſhall confeſs m ＋ Bm Reign, 


_— — 2 
in thy ien e, of — 
hw — 8 and Careſs 
In endleſs Circles of inted og F 
Let 1 r increaſe 
Their Joys beyon cription or Degrees. 7 
Don't baulk your Humours, left for want of vent 
Your Spirits ſtagnate into Sediment. by 
But frolick on, without conſulting Fate, 

Till your loofe ſhatte ring Souls * 

Each individual Votary thall ſhare 3 
Repeated Pledges of my conſtant care: 
3 1 Wo; 

coo ſhing ate on => =. 
«As Lands of Spices in a = Air „ 

3 — and 2 e ff 


. 


CID Prencely Care I will contrive, | 


er — 4 
peeviſh Cyaichy in a Whining fran 
Tab-leerning up again: 

f — 5 8 ſcorn their Philoſophick Rants, 
And laugh their Reaſonings out of Countenance. 
; 2 d thus, and repolſels'd anew, 

Of Freedom, Peace and my 2 
Carreer it on with — 2 

Let one Days A 
With Frolicks — your Souls of Ages paſt; heir Eos 
 Neer Thiat, 8 and breath no Air bur Mirth. 


it is now look'd upon as a Scandalous Name, but i isb 
nd Tk : They are prejudic d 1 


Flatten, 

ſuch only as regard Words, more than Thing 

upon this account, becaule they ſuppoſe it juſtles out all Trath and Sracer#ty ; 
whereas its Propersy is quite contrary, as appears from the Examples of ſeveral 


* 


/ 


Brazes 3 


i * 9 
„242 1 ] 


| Braces: What is more fawning than a Spaniel, and yet what is more Paakfet - © i 


o hi ter ? There is indeed, a pernicious deſtruttive fort of Flattery, her: 
— = ugh Sharpers work 5b. 5g ſeveral Ends, vpon ſuch as they can make 
a Prey of. But that which is the effect of Se/f-Love, and a good Opinion of 
ones ſelf, is of a much different Nature; it proceeds from a loftnels of Spi- 
rit, and a Flexibleneſs of good Humour; it refreſhes our Minds when tired; 
Enlivens them when melancholy ; Reinforces them when Languiſhing; In- 
— them when Heavy; and Pacifies them when Rebellious. It entices 
the 


to ſwallow the bitter Roots of Learning, and gives a new. Spirit 0 
Stagnating Souls of old Men. In ſhort, it makes every Man fond and 
Indulgent of himſelf, which indeed is, no ſmall part of every Man's Happi- 
neſs; and at the ſame time, renders him Obliging and Complaiſant in all 
Company, where it is Pleaſant to ſee how che Aſſes Rub and cratch one a- 


This again, is a great Accompliſhment to an Oraror, à greater to a Phyſicien; 
and the only one py in In ſine, it is the beſt Smeet ner, and pl true 
Reliſh to the otherwiſe inſipid Enjoywents of our whole Life. Ay, but ay 
ſome, to Flatter is to Deceive, and to Decezve is very harſh ; nofap 1 again, 
juſt contrary, nothing is mere Welcome and Betwitching than the being De- 
ceived. For all Sablunary things are Inveloped in ſuch a Cloud of Obſcurity, that 
the ſhort Sightedneſs of Human Underſtanding cannotpry through and arrive to 
any Comprehenfive Knowledge ef them. Hence the Sect of Academicks modeſt. 
ly reſolved that all things being no more than Probable, nothing can be knowa 
as certain: Finally, our Souls are Faſhioned and Moulded, that they are 1 
Captivated by Appearances than Real- Truths, as is obſerveable in Churches; 
where, if what is Delivered fromthe F be Grave and Solid, all the Con- 
gregation grow weary and fall aſleep, till their Patience be releas'd ; whereas 
if the Preacher thumps the Cuſhion Zealouily, be Antick in his Geſtures, 
ſpend his Glaſs in telling n his Beloved ſhall then ſtand up, 
tuck their Hair behind their Ears, and be very Devoutly Attentive. 
What a cheap purchafe of Happineſs, is made by the ſtr ee For 

| 2 great deal. of 


Vuereas many things, even of Inconſiderable Value wou'd colt a 
Pains, and perhaps Pelf to procure; O pinion ſpares charges, and yt gives us 
them in as ample a manner by Concsit, as if we poilels'd them in Reatity. 
Thus, he who Feeds on ſtinking Fiſh, and reliſhes it heartily, | is as well ſatis- 
fied as if it was freſb caught; whereas on the other hand, if any one be Invited 
to never ſo dainty a Foul of Stargeon; if it go againſt his Stomach, he may fit 
Hungry ſtill, and bite his Nas with greater To Wy can his Yiituets.. 1 4 

Woman be never ſo Ugly and Nauſeous, vet if her Husband can but think her 
Handſome, it is all one to him, as if ſhe really were fo. I knew a Frieua of mine 
that Preſented his Bride, with ſeveral: Falſe and Caunterfeit Stones, —— 


her believe that they were right Jewels, and Coſt: him ſo: many Thouſand 
Pounds; under this Miſtake the poor Deluded Woman, w OS of Peb- 
-bles and Painted Glaſſes, as if they had been ſo many Natural Rabies and Dia- 
monds ; while the Subtle Husbend 1av'd ſo much Money in his Pocket, and yes 
pleas'd his Wite, as well as if he had been at ten Thouſand times che Caſk; . | 
Thus, as Opinion guides us in our common Concerns, ſo it prevails much 
more in Love, and all its Conſequences: Is not Cagia, that firſt Father of all 
Relation, Blind, that is, as he cannot himſelf diſtinguiſh of Colours, ſo he 
wou'd make us as Mop-Eyed in Judging falſely of all other Concerns, and 
Whecdle us into a Thinking, that we are. always in the Right? Thus # 


* 


Fack ſticks to his own Jill; every Tinker eſteems his own Trail; and the Hob- 
nail d Suitor, Prefers Joan the Mill- Maid before any of. my Lady's Daughters, -,. 
Thus the ſame Accidents happen in the State f Marriage. What frequent Hi- 

vorces or worſe Miſchief, if worſe can be, wou'd happen, except Man and 

Wie were ſo Diſcreet as to paſs over light Occaſions of Quarrel, with: Laugh- 

f, Jeſting, Diſſembling, and ſuch like Playing of che Fool. Nay, how:jew 
N24 OE. 355 . A Matches 


Marche wou'dgo forward, if the oY 


mory by ſettin re all. i | 
fame Art of Tickling Trowts; and thoſe more particularty't1o, who. ſpoil Pa- 


ned ore 


| R 
rx aſty Lover did but firſt know,” how . many 

Aetle Tricks of Laſ and Wanrozneſs, his Coy and ſeemingly Bathful Miſtreſs, 

Had oft 'n before been Guilty of? And how fewer Marriages when Conſummated 
wou'd continue Happy, if the Hausband were not either Sottiſhly inſenſible of, 
er did not purpolely wink at, and paſt over the lightneſs and for wardneſs of 
His good Natur d W fe? This Peace and Quierneſs, is entirely owing to the 
Magagement of this Art of Tickling-Troats; tor there woud orherwile be con- 
gaval Jens and Broiis, and Mad-doings, if this did not ſometimes make a cox- 
texted Gackold and a fill Houſe : Tf the Cackow Sing at the hack Door, the Un- 


thinking Cornate takes no notice of the Unlucky Omen, of others Eggs being laid 


iu bis owns Neſt; but Laughsir over, Kiſſes his dear Spoiiſe, and all his well. And | 
indeed it is much better Patiently to be a Hen pech Frigot, than always to 
be Wrack'd and Tortur'd with the grating Surmiſes of Sa/piciowand'Fealouſy; 

It is indeed almoſt Incredible to Relate, what Sport, what Mirth, and what 
Diverſion this Art Affords, that there cannot be a more Delightſome Proſpect, 


than to view fucha Theatre, ſo Stuft and Cramm'd with ſwarms.of Fools 


that Study it. One falls deſperately in Love, and the more he is ſlighted, the move 
does his Spaniel like Paſſion increaſe, another is Wedded to Wealth, rather than to 


à Wife; a Third Pimps for his own Sponſe, and is content to be a Carkold, ſor he 


may wear his Horns Gili; a Fourth is haunted with Jealouſie of his wifting 


 MNeiphbours ; another Sobsand* Roars, and plays the Child for the Death of a 
Friend, leaſt his own Tears ſhou'd not rife high enough, to expreſs the Tor- 


rent of his Grief, hires other Mourners to Accompany the Corps to the Grave, 
and ing its Requiem in Sighs and Lamentations; another Hypocritically 
Meeps at the Funeral of one whoſe Death he heartily rejoices for. 
Here a Glorrop thruſts all he can rape up, into his de ouring Mam: And 
there a ſorry Wretch fits Tawning and Stretching, and thinks all the deſirable, 
things of this World lie in 7dexeſs: Here orie Buſted in other Peoples Affairs, 
while he Sortiſhl 1 * his on: Another thinks himſelf Nich, becauſe his 


Credit is great, tho he can never pay till he Breaks, and then he Compounds for 
his Debrs: Wnile ſome are ſo Coprtons, that they live Pur to Die Rich: 


Some will wait for Dead Mens Shoes, and fo humour ſuck warm old Blades as 
Have good Effates, and no Children of their own to beſtow them upon: Others 
praGiſt the ſame Art of  Wheedlizz upon good old Women, that have: Hoard- 
ed and Coffer'd up more Bags than they know how to diſpoſe: of; both of 


theſe Ny Flarrerert make" fine ſport for the Gods, when they are beat: at their 


owt Weapons, and Gall by the very Perſons they intended to make a Prey of. 
The Pozrs however, tho ſomething leſs beholden to this- Art, yet own a Pro- 
fels'd deperifarice on it, being a ſort of Jaw/e/s Blades, that by Preſeription elaim 
4 Lirenſe to fy what they pfeaſe; while the whole intent ef their Profeſſion, 
day to Soor and Tickle che Ezrs of © Fools, and that by meer Toys and Fa- 
bulotis ſhams, with which, howſoever Ridiculous they are ſo Bolſtred up in an 
Airy Imagination, as to promiſe themſelves an everlaſting Name, and pro. 
rife by their Ba/derdaſb Staff at the ſame time, to Celebratè the never Dying 
Memory of others: To theſe rapturous Wits,  Se{f-Love and Flatteny are never 
Hing Attendants, nor do any probe more Zea lous or conſtant Devoteds , 
Of the ſame Gang are thoſe Scribling Fops, who think to eternize their Me- 

* e e they are all indebtdito this 


rin blotting it wich meer Trifles and Impertinencies; for as to rhoſe'Graver 
— to the Preſs, that write Learnedly beyond the reach fan ordinary Ree- 
n who durk ſubmit their Labouts'to the review of the ſbneff Crit; theſe 
are not {@ liable to be Envied for their Honour, as to be pitied for their Sweat 


and Stavery: They make Additions,” Alterations, Blot our, Write anew, a- 
mend, Interline, turn it upſide down,” and yet ean never pleaſe their fickle qudg- 


ments, but that they ſhall diſlike one Hour, u hat they Pen'd the former: And 
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but a poor reward for ſtarving, or the wracking of their Brains for a new Thought 


and Invention. Add to this the impairing of their Health, the Weakning of their Con 
ſtitution, their contracting Sore Eyes, or perhaps turning ſtark Blind ; their Poverry, 
their Envy, their Debarment from all Pleaſures, their haſtning on Old Age, and tlieir 
Untimely Death: And yet the recompence for all this ſevere Penance, is no more at 
beſt than a Mouthful or two of Frothy Praiſe. | * 
Theſe as they are more Laborious, ſo they are leſs happy, than thoſe other Halm- 
Seriblers, which I firſt mentioned, who never ſtand much to conſider, but Write, what 
comes next at a venture; knowing that the more Silly their Compoſures are, the more 
they will be Bought up by the greater Number of Readers, who are Fool: and Blockheads, 
Bue yet | 
"There's ne'er a Man of Honour in the Town, 
Bur if you call him Blockbead, or 4 Clown ; 
Straight Satisfaction Cries, and then with ſpeed, | 
The Time, the Place, and Swords at lengths decreed ; 
Prodigious Fops I ſwear, which can't agree, 
To be call'd, what's their Happineſs to he; 


— . 


And there the Sweets of a ſafe Dulneſs prove, 


* 


Blockbeads ! that in a humble Sphere might move, 5 4 


Nor Envy the Proud heights of thoſe who Range above. 
Folly, ſure Friend of a miſguided Will, 

Affords a kind Excuſe for doing III; 

And to the Peaceful Breaſt wherein ſhe lives, 

A free and trueſt Guſt of Pleaſure gives: 

Whilſt Wiſdom : Patron with diſcreet Alloy, 

Palls his Delights, and deadens all his Joy ; 

Than this, nought more does evidence the Love; : 
Or more Endears the care of Pow'rs above. 


Heaven ſtill beſtows on thoſe it does Deſpiſe, 
The creditable Plague of being Wiſe ; 
And Socrates that Prudent thinking Tool, 
Had the God's lik'd him, wou'd have prov'd à Fool. 
Methinks, if I con'd Write without a Flaw, 
Fde all the Graces of my Miſtreſs draw: 
And with, if Metempſycboſis be true, 
And Souls do change their Cafe and act anew. 
In the next Life, I only might Aſpire, 
To the few Brams of ſome foft Country Squire, 
Whoſe Head with ſuch like Rudiments is fraught, 
As in his Yourh, his careful Grannum taught. 


But they are yet the Wiſeſt, who Tranſcribe whole Copies together, from the Works of 
ſome good Author, and then Reprint them as their own ; by doing ſo, they make 2 
cheap and eaſie Seizure to themſelves, of that Reputation which Coſt the firſt Author ſo 
much Time and Trouble to procure: If they are at any time prick'd a little in 
Conſcience for fear of diſcovery ; they feed themſelves up however with this hope 
that if they be at laſt found Plagzaries, yet for ſome time ar leaſt, they ſhall have the 
Credit of paſſing for the Genuine Authors. | | 

It is diverting enough to ſee how all theſe ſeveral Scriblers Plume themſelves, and are 
Puff d up with the leaſt Breath of Applauſe ; eſpecially, if they come to the Honour 
of being pointed at, as they walk along the Streets: When their ſeveral Pieces or 
rather Fragments, are Expos'd upon every Bookſelier's-Stall ; when their Names are dif. 
tinguifld in a different Character upon the Tile Page, ſometimes only with the two 

Letters, and ſometimes with Fictitiuus Cramp Words, that few may underſtand the 
meaning of; and thoſe that do, ſhall not agree in their Opinions of the Perfor- 
mance, ſome Cenſuring, others approving it; Men's Judgments being as different as 


their Palates: Tho' it is a ſneaking piece of Cowardice, for Authors to put feioned 
Names to their Works, as if like Baſtards of their Brain, chey were afraid to 3 


Thus one Stiles himſelf Pbilolethes, another a Lover of the Muſes, a third Philo Patriæ, 


2 fourth a Lover of the Mathematick:, a fifth, a Student in Pbyſełk and Aſtrology. Sonie 


Ranſack the whole Alphabet, and jumble together any Letters that come next to hand: 
It is farther very pleaſant, when theſe Concombi employ their Pm, in writing Congratu- 


latory Epiſtles, Poems and Panygyriks upon _ other, wherein one ſhall be comple- 


mented 


Lac 
mented with the Title of the moſt Ingenious-- another, ſhall be Characteriz d for the 
incomparable Callimachus; this ſhall be commended for a compleater, and more labour'd 
Poet than even Virgil; and a Foarth, ſhall be told by his Fellou- Fool, that the Divine 
Plato comes ſhort of him for a Philoſophical Genivs. TR IOC W913 | 

Sometimes again, theſe Pen-Combatonts take up the Cudgets and challenge out an An- 
tagoniſt; and ſo get a Name by a Learned Diſpure and Controverſy, while the un- 
wary Readers draw fides according to their different Judgments; the longer the quar- 
rel, the warmer they grow, and when both Parties are weary, they each pretend them- 


* ſelves the Conquerors, and both lay claim to the Credit of the Victory. Theſe Fooleries 


make ſport for Wiſe Men, as being highly Abſurd, Ridiculous and Extravagant; and 
yet theſe Paper Combat ants are ſo fluſh'd with a Conceit of their own Greatneſs,” that 
they prefer the ſolving of a Syllogiſm, before the ſacking of Cart bage; and upon the 
defeat of a poor Objection, carry themſelves more Triumpbant, than the moſt Victo- 
rious Scipio. | | Re. 8 | | 1 

Nay, even among thoſe who ſet up for Learning and Judgment, and have Wit enough 
to laugh at the Folly of others; the greateſt part of them, are beholden to this moſt 
Excellent Art, unleſs Ingratitude have ſtifled their Ingenuity, and hinders them from an 


open Confeſſion of the Truth: Among theſe I ſuppoſe the /.awyers will Shuffle in for 


Precedence, and they of all Men have the greateſt Conceir of their own Abilitzes : They'll 
Argue as Confidently, as if they ſpoke Go/pcl inſtead of Law; they'll Cite you Six 


Hundred ſeveral Preſidents, tho not one of them come ncar the Cale in Hand; they'll 
muſter up the Authority of Fudgments, Deeds, Gloſſes and Reports, and tumble over ſo 


many Muy Records, that they make their Buſmeſs tho? in it ſelf caſie, the greateſt Sla- 
very imaginable ; always reckoning that the beſt Plea, which coſt them the moſt Pain,. 

To theſe we may add your Academica] Sophiſters, Fellows that talk as much by Rote 
as a Parrot ; who ſhall run down a whole Geſſiping of Old Nomen: Nay ſilence, the very 
noiſe of a Belfry with louder Clappers, than thoſe in the Steeple; and if their Unap- 
peaſable Clamourouſneſs was their only Fault, it wou'd admit of fome Excuſe, but 
they are at the ſame time ſo fierce and quarrelſome, that they'll wrangle like Oyſter-Wo- 
mem for the leaſt Trifle, » and be ſo over intent and eager, that they many times loſe 


their Game in the Chace, and fright away that Truth they are Hunting for. Yet Self con- 


ceit makes theſe nimble Di/putants, ſuch Doughty Champions, that Arm'd with three or 


four cloſe link'd Syllagiſias, they. ſhall enter the L;#s, with the greateſt Maſters. of 


Reaſon, and not queſtion the Foiling of them, in an irreſiſtable Bae; nay, their 
Obſtinacy makes them ſo Confident of their being in the Right, that all the Arguments 
in the World ſhall never convince them to the contrary. N 

Next, come your Nice Philoſophical Gentlemen, who eſteem themſelves the only Fa- 
wvourites of Wiſdom, and look upon the reſt of Mankmd, as the Dirt and Rubbiſh of the 
Creation. Yet theie Men's Happineſs is only a Frantick Craſineſ: of Brain; they Build 
Caſtles in the Air, and infinite Worids in an empty Bottle: They'll give you the Di- 
menſions of the Su, Adoon and Stars, as eaſily as they wu'd do that of a Flaggen or a 
Piphin; They ll give a punctual account of Thunder ; and all the other Abſtruſer 
Difficulties in Phy/icks, without the leaſt Demur or Heſitation, as if they had been ad- 
mitted into the Cabinet Council, when Nature was Midwif'd into the World 5; tho' alaſs, 
She does but laugh at all their Puny Conjectures, for they never yet made one conſide- 
rable Di{cowery, fas appears in that they are not Unanimouſly agreed in one Point of 
the ſmalleſt Moment, nothing in their Fyporbet:cal Schemes ſo plain or evident, but 


what by ſome or other is Oppos'd and Contradicted. 


But tho' they are Ignorant of the Artificial Texture of che leaſt In{:@ ; they Vaunt 
however and Brag that they know all Things, when indeed, they are unable to un- 
derſtand the Mechaniſm of their own Body: Nay, when they are ſo Purblind as not to 
be able to ſee a Stones-caft before them; yet they ſhall be as ſharp ſighted as a Hewk, 
in ſpying out Ideas, Quidditics, Formalities, and a Hundred ſuch like Niceties, fo dimi- 
uitively ſmall, that were not their Eyes extreamly magnifying, all the Art of Opticks 
cou'd never make them 4i/cernible. But they molt deſpiſe the low groveling Vulgar 
when they bring out their Parallele, Triangles, Circles, and other Mathemarical Figures, 
drawn up in Bartalis, like fo many Spells and Charms of Conj:rarzom in Muſter, here- 
by raiſing Devil,; ds it were only G have the Creder of laying them, and Amuſing 
the ordinary Spectators into Wonder, becauſe they have not H enough to underſtand 
the Fuggle: Of theſe, ſome undertake co profets aſtrology; pretending to keep Correſ- 

adence with the Stars, and ſo from their Information can reſolve any Query, and tho 
it is all but Preſmuptucus Impoſture, they are ſure co find Fol enough that will Believe. 

Upon which the Divine; preſenc themſelves next; cho” perhaps ir might be more ſafe 


to paſs them by; for they are a ſort of Men, generally very Hs and Fl, and 
; | ; | a ou'd 


* 


EI 
ſnou'd T provoke them, I doubt they wow'd- ſer upon me with a full CH, and force me to Fecan: 
They are fenc'd in with ſo many Palli/ado's of her and Degmatical ffſertions; I fear there's 
no falling in with them, or if we do chance ro force them to a ſeeming Non plus, they ſind our 
ſo many Evaſions, that all rhe Art of Man can never bind them to faßt, but that an eafis. Diſtin&- 
ion, ſhall” give them a ſtarting Hole, to eſcape the Scandal of being Baſled. They'll cut aſunder 
the tongheſt Argument, with as much eale, as Alexander did the Gordiumm Nut: LheyWThunder 
out ſo many ratling Terms, as ſhall fright an Adverſary into Conviction: They are exquilnely Dexte- 
rous in Unfolding the moſt Intricate Myſteries, and have ſuch piercing Ficuliies,, as to fee thro an 
Inch Board, and Spy our, what really never had any Being. 1 %/ i 
I ſuppoſe now, ſome People will miſtruſt and think I ſpeak Ironically ; but alaſs they are miſtaken ; 
for our Notional Divines, are yer mightily pleas d with themſelves; and are fo Labouriouſſy intent in 
proſecuting rheir Crabbid Studies, that Gay, cannot afford ſo much time, as ro Read à ſingle Chapter ir 
the whole Bible. And while they thus trifle away their Hours in Traſþ and Babble, they think that 
they ſupport the Catholick Church, with the Props and Pillars of Propeſitions and Syllogiſms ; as effect- 
ually as Atlas, is feign'd by the Poers to ſuſtain on his Shoulders, the burden of a Tottering 
World. Their Privil. ges are very great, for they can deal with any Text of Scripture, as with a 
' Noſe of Wax, Knead it into what ſhape beſt Suits their Intereſt”; and whatever Concluſions they have 
poſixively reſolved upon, they wou d have them as irtepealably ratified as Solon: Laws, and in as great 
force as the very Decrees of the Papal Chair. 5 | n 2 

Farther, they make as many Partitions and Diviſions in Heaven and Hell, and deſcribe as many dif- 
ferent Sorts and Degrees of Puniſhment; as if they were well acquainted with the Soil and Situation of 
the Tifernal Regions: And to prepare a Seat for the Bleſſed above, they Invent new Orbs, and a ſtate- 
ly Empyrean Heaven, ſo Wide and Spacious, as if chey had purpoſely contriv'd it, that the Glorified 
Saints might have Room enough to Walk, to Feaſt or rake any other Recreation. 1 1 
The generality of their Preaching, is become a perfect Cant; for if any Perſon give them the leaſt 
Provocation, they'll be ſure to be reveng'd of him, and in their next Publick Holding Forth, give 
him ſuch Shrew'd M/ipes and Reflexions that the whole Congregarion muſt needs take notice at whom 
they are Levell'd ; nor will they ever deſiſt from this way of Declaiming till their Mouths be 
ſtopt with a Bribe, to hold their Tongue: Or otherwite, their Preaching is meer Stage Playing, and, 
their Delivery, the very Tranſports of Ridicule and Droller, How mimical are their Geſtures ? What 
Heights and Falls in their Voice? What Bawling, what Sighing, what Squeaking, what Grimaces 
what making of Mouths, Apes Faces, and Diſtorting of their Countenance? Ts 

Their Praying is altogether as Ridiculous, as their Preaching; for imagining that in their Ad- 

dreſſes ro Heaven, they ſhou'd ſer our in a low and Tremulous Voice, as a Token of Dread and Re- 
verence, they begin therefore with ſuch a ſoft Mhiſpering, as if they were afraid any one ſhou d over- 
hear what they ſaid, bur when they are gon a little way, they clear up their Pipes by degrees, 
and ar laſt Bawl ont ſo loud as if with Baaſ's Prieſts, they were reſolv'd to awake a ſleeping God. And 
then again, being told by Rhetoricians that Heights and Falls, and a different Cadency in Pronunciation 
is a great: advantage to the ſetting off any thing that is ſpoke, they Il ſomerimes as ir were mutter 
their Words inwardly, and then of a ſudden, Hollow them our, .and be ſure to end in ſuch a flat faul- 
tring Tone, as if their Spirits were ſpent, and they had run themſelves out of Breath.  _ * 

Laſtly, they have read that moſt Syſtems of Metorick, treat of the Art of exciting Laughter, there- 
fore for the effecting of this, they'll ſprinkle ſome Feſts and Puns, that muſt paſs for Ingenuity, tho? 
they are only the Fr0th of Folly and AﬀeRedneſs : Sometimes they'll nibble ar the Vit of being Satyrical, 
tho” their utmoſt Spleen is fo Toothleſs, that they ſuck, rather than Bite, Tickle, rather than Scratch 
or Mund: Nor do they ever Flatter more, than ar ſuch times as they pretend to ſpeak with greateſt 

freedom. ? OR EN 

Finally, all their Actions are fo Buffooni/h and mimical, that any one won't think, they bad 
Learned all their Tricks of Mountebanks, or their Fach- Puddings; yet ſuch Preachers, however Ridi- 
culous, meer with {uch. Hearers as admire them, among which, are chiefly Shop- keepers and Nomen; 
whole Approbation and good Opinion they only Caure, becauſe the firſt, if they are Humour d, give 
them ſome Snacht out of their Unjuſt gain; and the laſt, come and eaſe their Grief to them upon all 
Pinching Occaſions, eſpecially when their Husbands, are any ways Crofs or Unkind. | 

Next to Div ines, I ſhall introduce their Patrons, who, tho' they are for the moſt patt a Baſe, Ser- 
vile, Cringing, low Spirited fort of Harterert; yet they look Big, ſwell Great, and have high 
Thoughts of their Honour and Grandure : Their Confidence appears upon all Occaſions; yet in this 
one thing they are very Modeſt, in that they are Content to Adorn their Bodies, but leave their Minds 
empty; and taking the Reſemblance of goodneſs to themſelves, turn over the Truth and Reality of it 
to others. They think themſelves mighty happy, in that they can call the King Maſter; or that the 
King calls them Couſin; that they can Familiarly talk with him, and Volubly Reheatſe his Titles ; 


, 3 they can boldly uſher in any Diſcourſe, and that they have rhe complete knack of Inſinuation and 
F Flattery. | 

ö It you make a ſtricter enquiry after their other Endowments, you ſhall find them ſum d up thus; 
4 they Sleep generally till Neon, and then their Mercenary Chaplains ſhall come to their Bed fide and awake 
K them, perhaps with a ſhort Morning Prayer: As foon as they are Oreſt, they muſt go to Break:faft, 
E and when that's done, immediately to Dinner : When the Cloth is taken away, then to Cards, Dice. 
; and-rhe- hke Diverſions. After this, they muſt have one or two Afr:rn20nBanguets; and fo in the E- 
; Supper; when they have Supp'd, then begins the Game \of Drinking, the Bottles are Mar- 
> . the Glaſſes Ran d, and round go the Healths in Bumpers, till they are carried up to Bed. 

# And this is the conſtant Merhod of paſſing away their Hours, Days, Months, Tears and Apes; I have 


many times rook great fatisfaCtion ar Court, in fanding by, and ſceing how the Tawdry Butter- flies 
vie upon one another, and the Ladies Meature the Height of their Honcurs, by the length of their 
Tails: while the Men of Quality, juſtle one another to ger neareſt to the King's Elbow. And if it was 
a not for this Art of Tick/ing-Trouts, all thule * of Officers that attend a Court, together with all 
4 8 4 | tei 
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